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In the Name of Allaah the most Kind the most Merciful

Question: Many of the women pray Taraaweeh along with the men in the Masjid. Is this
better for her or is it better within the home? Specifically since many of them say that this is
from that which assists her and encourages her (upon worship) particularly if she is not able
to read from the Mus’haf.

Shaykh Ibn Uthaymeen (i 42=2)": Her prayer in her home is better. However, if her praying
in the Masjid helps her to be more active and it is more encouraging for her, and she fears
that if she prays within her home then she may miss out (on some of the reward or
Khushoo') of her prayer, then perhaps praying in the Masjid in this case would be better.
This is because this virtue is connected to the act of worship itself, while the home is
connected to the place of the act of worship. The virtue which is connected to the act of
worship takes precedence in being given attention more so than that which is connected to
the place (i.e., where it is done).

However, it is obligatory upon the woman when she goes out that she does so covered and
not improperly dressed nor (should she be) perfumed. Based upon this, the women who
bring incense to the side wherein the women pray, then in this case she is closer to sin than
she is to reward. This is because the women become scented by way of this incense and
then the woman leaves (the Masjid) perfumed. The Prophet (’ehj e ) gj‘:a)z said:
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Whichever woman has encountered incense then she is not to pray ‘Ishaa with us.

Na’am, if the woman were to bring incense and when she reached the Masjid she puts the
incense such that neither she nor whoever is in the place takes it (i.e., is affected by it) and
only the place is scented, then there is no harm in this; however, leaving this is better, so
that she will not be followed (in doing this) by one who does not do this action (which she
has done).?

! (& &a_j) (rahimahullaah) May Allaah the Most High have mercy on him
4(alls 4dle & 1s)(sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) May the peace and blessings of Allaah the Most High be upon him
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